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Stuart cailed him over to the dry-
room, where the miners changed their
clothing for min:

“Erie, 1 want to o down into the
mine. YWon't you go with me? 1 want
to see again for wmyself what the work
iz, and hesidwe there is o new pump at
the bottom tliat 1 want to look at.”

Erie con=ented, and the two soon had
on the miner’'s dress and were going
down the ladders. It was getting late in
the afternocon, and they left orders with
the engineer that when they gave the
sienal from the bottom he mizht let
down the skip, and they would come
up in that.

For an bour they explored different
ievels. Stuart was restless and seemed
intent on realizing as fully as possible
just how the miners waorked. He elimb-

i's dress.

wood drepped down the ore shaft
Leazing over and looking up. Stuart
could see a great fiaming mass of
twisted s and iren rods curling
over the .nnmla ef the shaft. He moved
over under the manhele, dragging Erie
with him. and looked up that. The
flames and simoke were sweeping over
it like mist over a ridge. [Ie thought
that even at that distance he could see
that the ladders at the top had caught
and were blazing fantastically.

He gave up all hope,  Still. with the
instinet of life strong in him. he drage-
ped Erie over to the pump, which stcod
just out of the witer now, and by the
sxercise of all his strength he managed
to place the body upon it in such a
way that it was tweo or three feet
rhove himself as he stood on the bot-
com of the floor of the mine. The wia-

to-day, wrote the boy’s mother to the
teacher, as he sat up late last night

i studying his lessons and is too sleepy

to come to-day,
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ed up into ditienlt places and even 'er had risen now to his armpits and
fired off a Llast in one chamber, asing = Was whirling around him in a great red
one of the powder sticks left by the Dool. He shuddered. it looked so like
men when they came ont. blood in the light of the eandle. The

At last Le and Erie stood at the bot- . movement he had made with Erie. to-
tom of the inine. This was an execava- Zether with the contaect with the cold
tion about 14 feet across, and the wa- Wwater. had roused him. He stirred and
ter ran in very much as if it had been | €ven spoke feebly.

“Where are we?" lie muttered

a cistern. Dy leaning back against the ) ! < UL
ladders the lizht from 900 feet above “You have been hurt. Erie.”
hed there was a gread could De seen. EBErie was sitting thus Erie groaced and closed his eyes.
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with his hack to the ladder rounds and | Then he opened thiem again, and the

He "'“-“_. st as good  nhis feer in the water which ran over gight of Stuart’s pale face secmed to
'pe in bis steam pal- | e floor of the mine about four inches | tell him a part of the truth. The water | ——— —
_ 1 :;”'f CIELIR e KeeDs  geep and Swtuart was examining the  was running over the hand of Lis righ
iis amusements. But the poor nian, pump at tLe other side of the shaft | arm, which hung down helpless from
N 1"'5_"" SYEry Celit means Somi thinZ,  when a terrible thing happened. A  his wounded shoulder. He roused him-
without the common necessaries  poice like the roar of a torrent grew | self, evidently with the greatest difli-
vife and children suffer  g00¢0 these two men. and before Erie culty.
could get out from his position against “*You will drown. Leave me. I am
the ladders a mass of iron ore came | dying anyway.”
 an | I | o oo rushing down the manhole. breaking “No, no, Erie. I will not leave you
‘;”t'”\' S [’il' ' ; : I: ;'1'1"-" "t‘;‘ out rounds of the ladders as it fell. and. ' here -:I- 10! Swuart speke ecalmly, al-
Uth wita abo ' you. bounding from side to side. struck Erie ‘ully. Eric’s face was droop- Trac. 2Aan 9 ae : « 1k
“l[:‘ my fi*?‘lil IS on I“W ““”l'-’ ”‘;"-‘"“’ on the shoulders with terrific force and i:r_: over close to Stuart's shouk hl:. Lrac-4d Bene, 2 sauts par:ib
clitions, and no man Enows how the = R P T = H= T ey = G $o e . $he
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iins: been one Bimselt.  As to th B . ‘ very moment be heard a man's veice,
Stuart was at his side in a moment. | the sweetest sound he ever heard,
Ie raised him and by the lizght of the | echoinz down the ladder shaft.
candle in his hat saw the nature of the He shouted back in replr and wait-
accident. Ile counld not think whether ed. Again the c¢ry came in response.
Sart aat with bis boad Bowed dims the mass }L&!!] fallen or been thrown Some one was coming down the lad- p Poul F
this. & oh. ‘Thon Be skl centiv: ]"‘“T'I"-"“'T}' l‘w.:TH the shaft. ’]It' drazged | ders to _‘.In- rescue. ‘.t\ lwoever he was he ratt’s Pou try ood,
i mion develops the s:!::-;p Eric away from the foot of tln-‘ ladder. | was evidently coming as fast as the Wheat,
S : . . He was seriously m_;ulul With the nature of the passage would allow, for
i uf s 1..-._ 1ess in the workinzimen? : --
1t then %” one thought of &  him to the top | the next time the ery was uttered Stu-
Fhen the workinemen will suffer. A% soon as gossible Stuart seized the | art could hear words of encouragement
: 11, 1 { the ore shaft  and then a voice speaking from the Try them, thev are fresh goods.
as a signal to the point where the last round of the lad- -
engineer 1o let down the skip. There | der remained, saying very distinetly
was no answering senal, and Stuart | and in even precise English, “Who is

pulled the wire rope again. Still no an- | there?” A M TOWER
swer., He looked up through the main “It is I, Stuart Duncan. I am here : a 5
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